CLOSER TO THE LINE: THE SURPRISINGLY CONTENTIOUS ESTABLISHMENT OF CEDARVILLE AS AN OUTPORT OF CUSTOMS ON LAKE MEMPHREMAGOG IN 1865 

Introduction

Cedarville was "founded" on May 24, 1865, and perhaps appropriately its first structure was not a dwelling house but a wharf.

From The Stanstead Journal, June 8, 1865:

Mr. Editor - Sir: In consequence of Her Majesty's Customs being stationed here, it became necessary to build a wharf for the accommodations of the boats plying the lake. Accordingly, one was commenced, and so far completed on the 24th, as to enable boats to make their landings. It was, therefore, suggested by a number of residents of the place, that Her Majesty's birthday should be celebrated in connection with the completion of the wharf. Accordingly, quite early in the morning, a number of sturdy hands seized a pole that had been previously prepared and, in a few moments, the Union Jack floated gracefully in the breeze, fifty feet above their heads, and was saluted by heavy cheering. The company then amused themselves in various ways until after dinner, when they reassembled to consult each other in reference to the name by which the wharf, or rather the place where the wharf is situated, should be designated. It was suggested by Mr. Moir, of Gline's Corner, that the place be called Cedarville, as it was located in a splendid natural grove of cedars. It was then moved, seconded and resolved, that Cedarville be adopted as the name of the place. Three cheers were given for the prosperity of the place, and three for the Queen. It was then resolved, that a brief notice of proceedings of the day be forwarded to the Editor of the Stanstead Journal for publication.

Because there survives a rich collection of correspondence between customs bureaucrats from around the time when the Cedarville outport was established, we can ascertain in some detail the reasons for creating the outport, its initial trials and the character of the principal players involved. On the following pages you will find excerpts from this correspondence, which I hope will impart, in an anecdotal fashion, a flavour of the times.
Closer to the line
Since the ancient advent of nations and civil servants, governments have sought to regulate extraterritorial trade and enrich public coffers by imposing tariffs and customs on goods crossing national borders. Before the age of personal and corporate income tax, the vast bulk of revenues used to underwrite the cost of colonial (then federal and provincial) governments was derived through tariffs and duties. As a consequence, the Customs and Revenue Department played a vital financing role and was under heavy scrutiny by its political masters. The Province of Lower Canada had established a Customs and Revenue office (port) in Stanstead County as early as 1821, to oversee traffic on the stagecoach route from Montreal to Boston, but by and large this presence did little to impede movement of goods or people across the ill-defined (and little respected) frontier. In 1844 the government sought to limit this defacto "free-trade" by the establishment of a far more extensive system of customs ports throughout the Eastern Townships... an initiative that met with precious little local approval! 

In the months between break-up and freeze-up, a brisk trade was regularly carried on over the international waters of Lake Memphremagog, principally in timber and sawn lumber. The lake was, of course, a far more expedient and efficient highway for the movement of large quantities of goods, and with the introduction of steam-powered navigation to the lake in 1850, this advantage was amplified. By the mid-1860s, two steamboats with relatively large cargo or towing capacities were regularly plying the Lake, the Mountain Maid and the Stars and Stripes, and plans had been laid to construct and launch an even larger vessel, the Lady of the Lake. 

In Georgeville, where a steamboat wharf was located, a customs officer had been appointed in 1850, and the landing had been constituted an official customs port in 1853. In order to oversee and regulate this growing water-borne trade, in 1864 another customs office was established at Magog (then known as the Outlet), with both Georgeville and Magog subports being under the jurisdiction of the Port of Stanstead. The problem with locating customs officials at either Georgeville, or worse yet Magog, was that these ports were situated at least 16 kilometres to the north of the international border, and steamboats coming from Newport commonly docked on the Canadian side at the Mountain House and/or Knowlton's Landing prior to arriving at Georgeville. This arrangement clearly could be, and was, abused, to a degree aided and abetted by the steamboat operators themselves. Such a flagrant circumvention of the law could be tolerated for only so long, and in 1864 officials in Quebec concurred that it was necessary to establish a customs port closer to the line. 
[image: image1.jpg]


The relatively mountainous terrain on the west side of the lake was poorly accessible and for this reason inappropriate for locating a customs subport. The east side of the lake has far less relief and was at least populated, albeit somewhat sparsely, by second-generation farmers. Furthermore, a network of rough roads traversed this countryside connecting Fitch Bay, Georgeville, Stanstead and Beebe. Some of the first settlers in this area had farms with lake frontage, and at several localities they had built wharves or “landings” to accommodate traffic on the lake. One such wharf had been built on the lakeshore originally owned by David Harvey (who arrived in Stanstead County in 1805). It is not known when the wharf itself was built, but presumably by the time the first steamers were on the lake, the wharf had at least been enlarged by Harvey, or more likely his sons, to accommodate this traffic. The wharf was situated close
 to the mouth of Tomkin’s Creek, and the Mountain Maid commonly landed there. It was originally contemplated that the new subport could be established at “Harvey’s Landing.” Ultimately this site and its existing wharf was rejected. One can only speculate that a right-of-way could not be secured, or perhaps the offer by the farmers from Gline’s Corner to Sketch of Harvey’s Landing from W.S. Hunter 1860  

build a new wharf further south with a better view of the lake and the line was considered the superior option. In any case the new subport was built at a point of land on property owned by the farmer Daniel Noakes. It was here that Cedarville's history began. 
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1863 Map of Lake near frontier, showing Harvey’s Landing and Noakes farmhouse. 

Drawn by C. Whitworth Lloyd, His Majesty’s 16th Foot – map done by British authorities during rising tensions with the Americans during the U.S. Civil War.

A customs man is chosen
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A new customs port had to be staffed, and the gentleman appointed to a position in charge of the new outport was Matthew Dixon. 

Dixon was born on January 27, 1810 in Northumberland County, England. He came to Canada in 1832 and after remaining in Quebec City and Montreal for four years, settled in Stanstead in 1836, where he worked as a merchant and tailor. On January 31, 1837 at the age of 27, he married Elmira Lee who was two years his junior. Elmira was the daughter of Henry Lee and Sarah Davis, and granddaughter of the pioneer settler Daniel Lee who had arrived in Stanstead Township in 1797. Elmira remained his wife until her death in 1873, and it appears there were no children from this marriage. Regrettably there is little known about what Matthew Dixon did in the decade following his arrival in Stanstead. 
Portrait of Matthew Dixon (circa 1860) courtesy of ___
We do know that Dixon joined the volunteer forces in 1837 and was engaged for the service during the time of the Rebellion in Lower Canada. He held the rank of lieutenant in a company of militia infantry raised in late 1838 under the command of Captain Alexander Kilborn. 

On May 15, 1846 Dixon received an appointment through the offices of the Earl of Cathcart  as a Customs Department preventive officer for the Port of Stanstead. The nature of the staffing at customs offices requires some explanation. The responsibility of each port lay with a collector, but the hiring of staff in those days was generally not his purview, and influence at higher level was often required. Several outports or subports could also be established within the port and a subcollector assigned to each, who would report to the collector. Beyond these officials, and depending on the size of the port, there were a myriad of jobs and positions, including, in rough hierarchical order: surveyors, searchers/appraisers, tide waiters, landing waiters, preventive officers, clerks, jerquers, gaugers and lockers. In many instances there was some duplication in roles, which was quite deliberate. The system was set up with an onerous set of checks and balances in a concerted, but at times futile, effort to prevent collusion between smugglers and customs officials. 
It is probable that Dixon's service as an officer in the militia made him an appropriate candidate for the job of preventive officer. Preventive officers were the enforcement arm of the Customs Department, responsible for "preventing" the smuggling of goods across the border and seizing contraband when appropriate. The role of preventive officer was neither glamorous nor particularly well paid (100 pounds/year). In some instances there was no salary at all, and payment only occurred in the aftermath of seizures, when a percentage of the value of the seizure was apportioned. The job also did not endear one to many of one's neighbours, whose profitable but illegal cross-border trade preventive officers sought to extinguish. As a consequence, Dixon was the victim of several violent incidents at the hands of vengeful smugglers, including a shoot-out on Dixon’s premises (see article by Dave McIntosh in SHS Journal vol. 11, 1985). records the following events:
Dixon had seized a wagon and loaded it for safekeeping in his barn. A gang of men tried to steal the wagon and Dixon summoned for help. They were mustered in Dixon's house when one of the armed gang fired into the window where Squire Taylor was standing. The ball struck the window sash and Thompson reported, “Taylor received the contents of two panes of glass full in the face." Dixon fired three shots and the gang kept firing as they retreated, leaving behind a hat and a button. Marcus Child, justice of the peace, ordered constables to protect Dixon's premises but Dixon told Thompson (Collector for Stanstead) in a letter dated Sept.1st, 1853, “I feel my life and property very insecure in this place and unless the Department can employ me in some other field of action I shall be compelled to resign."

Dixon feared for his life and requested a transfer. The request was not granted and he must have eventually come to terms with his predicament, for in 1857 he strongly protested against an attempt to have him transferred to Coaticook on the grounds that after nearly 20 years he had almost succeeded in paying for a house and a small piece of land to grow potatoes. In 1858, Dixon was elected mayor of Stanstead Plain. At some unspecified time Dixon was also a justice of the peace in Stanstead. 

In the spring of 1861, Matthew Dixon was transferred to Dundee, near St. Regis on the St. Lawrence, to serve as a landing waiter. It can be inferred from later correspondence that this move was not entirely to Dixon's liking. In any event, one consequence of the transfer was that the Port of Stanstead was suddenly bereft of its headquarters, the port's offices being leased space in Dixon's house! This situation underscores the apparent responsibility of customs agents at that time to provide for their own offices. 

The following is an excerpt from a letter from C.C. Bullock, collector for the  Port of Stanstead, to R.S. M. Bouchette, Commissioner of  Customs, dated April 10, 1861:
Officer Dixon having been transferred from this Port to St. Regis he is making Sale of his property here with the house in which our office is situated, and in accordance with the terms of our Lease we shall be compelled to vacate within 90 days. There is no suitable place in the village at present obtainable for the office for a less rent than $100. per annum, nor a less term than five years with many other inconveniences.
In March of 1865, Dixon was transferred back to Stanstead on the instructions of the Honorable Finance Minister, Alexander Tilloch Galt (later a Father of Confederation), who acted at the behest of Dixon's friends in that township. Dixon was assigned to be the Subcollector at the new customs outport to be established at Harvey's Landing.
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Ironically, Dixon, the former lieutenant in the King's loyal militia raised in response to the Rebellion of '37, was to find himself reporting to a superior in Stanstead, Chauncey Bullock, who was a suspected rebel sympathizer and who had fled to Vermont during the troubles to avoid arrest. Chauncey in turn reported to a superior in Quebec City, who was a rather famous reformed Patriote. R.S.M. Bouchette, Commissioner of Customs, was the son of Joseph Bouchette, Surveyor-General of Quebec – the man responsible for much of the mapping in the Eastern Townships. Joseph had named his youngest son, Robert Shore Milnes, in honour of his godfather and the senior Bouchette's longtime friend and political mentor, who was at that time Lower Canada’s lieutenant-governor. The younger Bouchette chose not to embrace his family’s Tory inclinations. In 1838 R.S.M. was exiled to Bermuda for espousing the cause of Papineau, and more seriously, for commanding the Patriote forces at the skirmish of Moore’s Corners. He returned to Canada in 1845 (after the nolle prosequi of 1843); entering the civil service in 1846 and became Commissioner of Customs in 1851.
Lithograph showing portrait of R.S.M. Bouchette

By early March in 1865, Matthew Dixon had arrived back in Stanstead to commence his new duties as subcollector, but was temporarily posted to Beebe Plain, there being no navigation on the lake this early in the season, and indeed no infrastructure at that time in Cedarville from which to work. 

Cedarville is established
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Upon his arrival in the spring of 1865 Dixon oversaw the construction, by David Moir of Gline's Corner and other local inhabitants, of a steamboat wharf at Cedarville. The wharf was a substantial affair and must have required considerable effort to build. Although the original dimensions of the wharf were not recorded, its sunken crib is still plainly visible off Packard's Point and gives mute testimony to the original structure. Boulders up to two feet across are commonly found in the sunken crib and its principal timbers are up to 35 feet long and 16 inches in diameter. The disposition of the boulders suggests an L-shaped geometry, with a protected entry to the inside of the wharf situated on its north side. A single known photograph of the wharf survives, taken in 1896, and it illustrates an approximately symmetrical structure some 35 by 35 feet, the decking standing clear of the waterline by some seven feet. 
View of Cedarville wharf in 1897. This was a rebuilt model, not the original Custom’s wharf but of a similar size and at the same location.
The cost of building the wharf was in excess of $100, a tidy sum for the 1860s, reflecting the size of the project. Shortly after the wharf itself had been completed at the end of May, Dixon built on it a small two-story combined customs office and boathouse, and from this cramped edifice he started his duties as subcollector for the outport of Cedarville. Although we don’t have a surviving photograph of Dixon’s small building, it is highly likely that it was similar to one built on the Georgeville wharf during the same time period.
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During this initial period Dixon and his wife lodged at a nearby farmhouse, presumably the Noakes farmstead, where he also set up a temporary customs office to oversee traffic on the public road. Early on, Dixon secured a right-of-way from farmer Noakes for a road to pass from the "public highway" to the wharf. He also received assurances that Noakes would be willing to sell some nearby property on which Dixon could then build a house and a proper customs office. The right-of-way existed until the early 1920s when Robert Stanley Weir had it revoked in a court order.
The Noake farmhouse where Dixon and family stayed.photo (circa 1930’s)
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Map of Lake Memphremagog illustrating the issue with Georgeville’s location with respect to the border and other landings on the Lake. Dates for first rail links also shown. Modified after Booth, 1984.
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The Georgeville steamboat wharf with a small building on piers that might have been similar to Dixon’s combination boatshed and Custom’s office that he constructed on the Cedarville wharf.
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Suggested configuration of Custom’s steamboat wharf at Cedarville. An L-shaped dock with protected boatshed and office.
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View taken about 1897 from the Cedarville wharf looking towards the east along the carriage path leading to the wharf from the main road.

Barely visible in the trees is the former Custom’s House which was not built until 1872, seven years after the Custom’s subport had opened.
Although it is reasonable to assume that Dixon himself solicited a transfer back to Stanstead, closer to friends and his wife's family, the promotion he received to subcollector at his new posting was not entirely to his satisfaction. As a landing waiter at Dundee, Dixon was paid the princely sum of $500 per annum; his new title earned him not a penny's increase. Moreover, at Dundee he received rent and firewood free. To make matters worse, at Cedarville he would be compelled to build his own office (out of pocket). These circumstances compelled Dixon to plead with senior Customs officials for some sort of adjustment. It is interesting to note for added impact Dixon sought and received support for his request from the local Member of Parliament, Albert Knight.
Letter from Dixon to R.S.M. Bouchette, Commissioner of Customs, dated December 12, 1865.

Sir/


In submitting my claim for $25 Twenty-five dollars for Office rent and Firewood at the SubPort of Cedarville for the quarter ending 31st Dec. - I beg to make the following explanation.


When you notified me that the Hon. Finance Minister had ordered my removal from St. Regis to Harveys Landing I waited upon you at Quebec for the purpose of explaining to you and the Hon. Mr. Galt (who no doubt intended the removal for my benefit) that it would result in my pecuniary disadvantage unless I was allowed an increase of Salary or Office rent and Firewood as I had both the last named articles Free at St.Regis. 


On my way to Quebec I was fortunate in meeting the Hon. Finance Minister who informed me that my removal was at the solicitations of my Stanstead friends, intended for my advantage and that you would make all things satisfactory.  As my explaining to you the position of "Harveys Landing" that I would have to build A Dwelling House and Office there and unless my salary was increased or an allowance for Office rent of $100 One Hundred dollars per annum the change would be very much to my disadvantage. You was kind enough to promise one or the other. viz an increase of Salary or Office rent. 


From circumstances over which I have no control the receipts of this office will not warrant an application for increase of Salary But as I have built an Office on the Steamboat Wharf to prevent Capt. Fogg from any reasonable excuse of not making his Report of Entries Inwards at this Office and will have to build a Dwelling House and Office for the accommodation of the Winter travel on the Lake - as there is no House to rent my family being compelled to board at an extra expense and inconvenience. 


I therefore feel justified in asking for an allowance of Office rent and Firewood and flatter myself of receiving your favourable considerations and that you will be pleased to authorize the Collector to pay me $25 Twenty-five dollars quarterly. 


The whole nevertheless respectfully submitted. 


I have the honour to be Your Obedient Servant 


Mr. Dixon SubCollector 

To  R.-S.-M. Bouchette Esquire Commissioner of Customs Ottawa 
I consider the above claim a just one and should be allowed and paid quarterly 
Dec.12/1865 
A. Knight M.P.P.

Certainly by late February of the following year, when a second letter was sent, Dixon’s difficulties with his situation had not been resolved. 

Subport detractors
The decision to create the new subport of Cedarville also made the Georgeville subport redundant. Consequently it was decided to close the latter's customs office, a move that met with vehement local opposition. Naturally the close of the Georgeville subport meant a considerable loss of revenue (legal and illegal), jobs and prestige for the small community. Both political and practical means were pursued to force the Customs Department to reverse its initial decision. The Hon. Mr. Justice Day was solicited on behalf of the Georgeville residents to plead their case at Quebec, and for his part, George Washington Fogg, prominent citizen of Georgeville and Master of the Mountain Maid, simply chose to ignore the new reporting policy.

Letter from Collector C.C. Bullock to Commissioner R.S.M. Bouchette dated May 30, 1865:

Sir


I have the honor to report that the wharf at Noakes Landing ( Cedarville ) is completed and the best on the Lake in construction and the safest Landing place. The Owners and Masters of the Steamers "Mountain Maid" and "Stars and Stripes" have had written "Notice" from me, that by order of the Customs Department, they are required hereafter to report inwards and outwards, at the said landing instead of Georgeville.


Since such Notice given the Master of the "Stars and Stripes" has regularly complied with the order and expresses himself well pleased with the change, but I regret to complain that the Master of the "Mountain Maid" refuses absolutely to come to the wharf or report his boat at all. After having passed several times without reporting, Officer Dixon went out to him in a small boat and hailed him, but he, Capt. Fogg, refused to recognize the officer or to stop his Boat, and I am credibly informed that Capt. Fogg declares with an oath that he never will report his Boat at Noakes Landing, that he will send her to the bottom first and go with her.


 I have also to report that the owners of the "Mountain Maid" still decline to pay the duty required by law on their boat which they have refused to pay for the last two years, and I cannot learn that their Boat has been inspect(ed) for some years past.
There is a good deal of feeling in certain quarters created by the change of the Sub Port from Georgeville to Noakes Landing and I understand that the Hon. Mr. Justice Day has been sent to Quebec to urge the re-establishment of the Port at Georgeville. To this I have only to say that, until the people are given to understand that the location of the SubPort is finally and permanently settled the excitement and agitation will be kept up. I hope therefore that nothing will be lost in coming to a final decision in the matter, if such decision, in fact, is not already made as I had supposed.
The people at Noakes Landing have expended more than one hundred dollars in building a wharf for the express convenience of the Boats and the benefit of the Service, and Officer Dixon has commenced the building of an office at the wharf and if a change is now made it would be but an act of justice to remunerate them for their expenditures. 
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(above) the steamboat Stars and Stripes, rechristened as the Newport.
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(below) The first edition of the Mountain Maid under the command of George W. Fogg. It was launched in 1850.
Bullock himself must have felt oddly squeezed on this issue. He had, up until his appointment as collector in 1857, been a longtime resident of and merchant in Georgeville. As many of his friends and former neighbours from that village were upset with the prospect of the customs transfer to Cedarville, Chauncey would have found himself in an awkward position. However, if he held a bias in favour of his former hometown, it most certainly did not appear in his official correspondence with Quebec, which retains a professional and objective tone throughout.

Political heavyweights were lined up on both sides. The Member of Parliament for the County of Stanstead, the Hon. Albert Knight, sought to intercede with the Minister of Revenue, A.T. Galt, on behalf of the pro-Cedarville faction (that being the Custom Department bureaucrats and probably most residents of the Three Villages). In the late summer of 1865, Knight forwarded a number of documents prepared by Chauncey Bullock to Galt. These documents served to summarize the case for Cedarville as well as allay fears that had been promoted by Georgeville supporters that there was a serious navigational hazard involved in calling at Cedarville. This last issue was dealt with by a list of 84 soundings in a line of approximately 5 and 1/4 miles starting at Indian Point and ending at the new Cedarville wharf. This small scale hydrographic survey was carried out on August 15, 1865, on the orders of Bullock, by a Mr. Putnam & Co. None of the soundings was less than 1.5 fathoms (9 feet), and that was recorded at the foot of the new wharf. Annotated to this list of soundings was the fact that the tug (Stars and Stripes) draws when loaded 5 and 3/4 feet, and that the Mountain Maid draws when loaded 4 and 1/2 feet. In truth, a shoal did (and still does) exist, and this was made evident to the Customs Department by the early summer of 1866. Interestingly, the presence of the shoal was missed by the sonar survey conducted by J.C. Smith in 1938, published as the well-known Chart of the Lake Memphremagog. It is, however, very evident in the most recent 2014 Canadian Hydrographic Survey Map #1360 Lac Memphremagog. 
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Portion of 2014 Hydrographic Survey Chart of Lake Memphremagog in vicinity of Cedarville showing shoal area north of Tea Table Island.
Documents prepared by Collector C. Bullock, and forwarded from Albert Knight, M.P. Stanstead, to the Honorable Minister of Revenue, Alexander Galt, on September 7, 1865:
Legislative Assembly

Quebec Sept.7, 1865

My dear Sir:

Enclosed please find documents pertaining to the port of Stanstead and the Lake for your inspection.

I remain

Gratefully,

A.Knight

Reasons why the present subport for the Lake route should be transferred from Georgeville to Cedarville, whether it be restored to an Independent Port, or remain an Out Port of Stanstead.

1 st 
Georgeville is situated about 10 miles inland - Cedarville is in the immediate vicinity of the Province Line and the first landing in the Province.

2 nd 
Boats coming into the Province from the United States, often if not always, land for the discharge of Passengers and freight before reaching Georgeville - Hence the necessity for an officer aboard each boat.

3 rd  There is quite an extensive export trade from Stanstead and Potton along the shores of the Lake above Georgeville, in Lime and Lime rocks, Sawlogs, Timber, Tan Barks, Horses, Cattle, Sheep, Hops, etc.,etc. and of course some importations in return - Hence again the necessity for Extra Revenue Officers on board the Boats.

4 th  Cedarville is in the immediate vicinity of the Railroad crossing at the boundary, and also, much more convenient to the head office at Stanstead - and if permanently established as the only SubPort or place of entry for the Lake route, much perplexity and saving of expense, would no doubt, be effected.

5 th   It is an entire misrepresentation that Importers and the traveling public would be in the least discommoded by the proposed change, the few traders of Georgeville alone excepted, and they would only be placed on a level in this respect, with the general public. Merchants and traders do not usually accompany their importations or personally attend to their Customs business, but generally at Frontier Ports, employ agents Either on the Boats or persons residing at the places of Entry - and certainly it makes no particular difference with the traveler at what place his baggage is inspected.

6 th   It has been represented that Cedarville is a place of no business, no travel and nearly if not quite inaccessible both by Land and water. It is true that Cedarville is not at present a place of much business, but it is not true that it is inaccessible, unsafe or ever difficult of approach either by land or water. As proof see enclosed papers nos.1, 2, and 3. The truth is, it is quite as safe and accessible as the present SubPort of Georgeville or any other landing on the Lake. The present roads leading to the landing may and no doubt will be much improved should it be permanently established as the only SubPort or place of Entry for the Lake route.

7 th   It is highly necessary that an early official and final decision be made and published establishing the place of report and entry for the Lake route, at which all Boats and Vehicles shall be required to call and report before discharging cargo or Passengers. This once done, it is believed, all agitation will cease, and the Revenue Officers at this Port and especially those on the Lake, as well as the public, will the better understand their respective positions and duties.

The whole respectfully Submitted by

C. Bullock - Collector

Port of Stanstead  
(emphasis added by author)

By May 1 of the following year, and as the navigation season was about to begin anew, nothing had been resolved by the Department, much to the consternation of officers in the field at Stanstead. Chauncey Bullock wrote Bouchette yet another letter pleading for a decision, but none was forthcoming. 

In early June, despite the ongoing uncertainty, Matthew Dixon purchased from Daniel Noakes a 2.5-acre lot of land near the wharf for $130, where he intended to build for himself a dwelling house and customs office.

On two occasions, early May and then July of 1866, Hugh Kavanagh, Inspector of Ports for the Department of Revenue, was sent to investigate the Cedarville/Georgeville dilemma, and recommend its solution to Bouchette. His latter trip was recorded in some detail, and provides an interesting commentary on travel in the Lake Memphremagog area in the 1860s.
Ottawa 30 July 1866

Sir


Having visited Lake Memphramagog by your directions (after inspecting the Port of St. John) to see how the establishment of the outport of Cedarville was working - I have now the honour to report.


 That the Master of the "Mountain Maid" (Mr. Fogg) the only one at present plying on the Lake, has conformed, though unwillingly to the Order in Council, and now reports at Cedarville every morning, but considers the arrangement unfavourable to him . I made the tour of the lake - arriving by stage from Waterloo about halfpast 4 at Knowlton's Landing. We found the Steamer waiting - she started at once for Georgeville opposite then crossed again to the Mountain House - landed passengers, and proceeded on to Newport, an U.S. town at the south end of the lake - and arrived in time for the cars of the Passumksit Railroad, which at once left. Next morning at 7 a.m. on arrival of the train the steamer sailed again and steered for Cedarville. I went ashore there and saw the subcollector, who came on board, and the vessel steered for the Mountain House - touched at Knowlton's to land passengers, if any, for the stage - crossed over to Georgeville - and then continued on to the "Outlet", where she arrived in good time, about 12:30, for the stage to Sherbrooke - indeed the stage did not start for an hour afterwards. I have now a better knowledge of the Lake than I acquired on my first visit, as the Boat was not running. I understand, and I have the information from good authority - that the prevailing wind is Westerly and that when it blows a severe gale, it is not easy to call at Cedarville as at some point on the west side - there is a reef between Providence Island and the East shore, as mentioned in my first report, which has to be passed - but if there were a buoy on it - as promised when there before, there would be no real danger, as the channel at each side of it is wide enough and safe; though Captain Fogg told me that to avoid it, he has in bad weather chosen to go round the Island on his way to Cedarville - but another Mariner assured me there was no necessity for this detour - which would cause a delay of half an hour. I believe there is scarcely an instance of a gale preventing Captain Fogg from calling at Georgeville . I apprehend that it is his aversion to Cedarville as a port of entry, rather than the assumed dangers of navigation, that lead him out of the direct course.

On the whole then, I beg leave to say, I have nothing to retract from my former report on this subject - but have a little to add, the result of further experience. On that occasion all the papers were referred to me and I was instructed to decide between the choice of Georgeville and Cedarville. I could have no hesitation after studying the case and viewing the locality in giving the preference to the latter, and I still think it should be retained, as I saw that Captain Fogg could make his connections though his boat is slow - and besides the owner of a tug boat, the "Stars and Stripes", at present laid up, found it convenient to call at Cedarville.


In conclusion I beg to say I am of opinion that Cedarville should be maintained and that a buoy with a flag on it should be placed, as promised, on the reef. Mr. Dixon may have duties to perform there in summer and Winter, irrespective of the "Mountain Maid", and that Georgeville is out of the question, as a port of entry. 
(emphasis added by author)

Kavanagh’s report was unambiguous, but evidently there was insufficient political will to close Georgeville as a subport. In this atmosphere of indecision, political maneuvering, coupled with some significant defiance, both subports continued to operate through the 1866 navigation season. 

By the spring of 1867, some circumstances had changed on the ground and were reflected in movement of customs personnel. Most importantly, the railhead was being advanced from Newport, where it had arrived in 1863, to the boundary line, where a passenger and freight terminus were to be established (Linesboro / North Derby). Kavanagh recommended that Matthew Dixon be given this new posting, and there are indications that Dixon petitioned for the change. He was to be replaced at Cedarville by Mr. McGowan as subcollector and Mr. Young as landing waiter. Of interest ,a new road was being built that spring to link Linesboro with the main road leading to Cedarville.
The Collector (Bullock) says there will be a road opened from the new R.R. Depot to Cedarville (about 2 miles) this spring, and that the proprietors of the Steamer shall find it their interest to call there. This is another good reason why that subport should be maintained. 

– part of letter from Hugh Kavanagh to R.S.M. Bouchette, March 18, 1867

The other anticipated development was the launching of the Lady of the Lake that spring at Magog. The new boat with its significantly larger cargo and passenger capacity, would by necessity significantly increase the work load of the customs officers on the Lake.

Regarding Georgeville, it is evident that Quebec was softening in its stance towards closing the subport. Kavanagh was promoting a compromise arrangement where John C. Tuck, landing waiter stationed at Georgeville, would remain at that site, in charge of the lower part of the lake. 
It will be necessary to have an officer at Georgeville, as I hear a steam ferry is about to be established between it and Knowlton's Landing, opposite where a stage comes from the Waterloo terminus of the Shefford Railway. 
– part of letter from Hugh Kavanagh to R.-S.-M. Bouchette, March 18, 1867
Operation and closure of the Cedarville subport

The paper trail becomes virtually indiscernible after the spring of 1867. Regrettably the customs correspondence has been lost or discarded. The following facts and speculations have been stitched together from a variety of sources, and it is hoped that more data may yet come to light.

With the completion of the Connecticut and Passumpsic Railroad line to Linesboro in 1867, and its extension (Massawippi Valley Railroad) to Sherbrooke by the early 1870s, a decline in waterborne freight and in-transit passenger traffic on the lake was inevitable, and the priorities of the Customs Port of Stanstead gradually evolved in response. The need to decide between Cedarville and Georgeville clearly lost its urgency, and both subports continued to operate in parallel over the next decade. A customs house was built at Cedarville in 1872, but not on Matthew Dixon’s property. Instead the two-story structure was built on the point property immediately east of the wharf, on land owned by farmer Daniel Noakes. 
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Sketch map of Cedarville in the summer of 1872 with the newly constructed Custom’s House on the point adjacent to the steamboat wharf.

Cedarville is mentioned in Henry M. Burt’s Illustrated Guide to the Connecticut Valley, a guidebook that describes Lake Memphremagog in some detail. It indicates that the Cedarville landing, if not the customs subport, was in operation until at least 1875 and possibly 1878
. Based on the successive sale values of the Matthew Dixon property, the country inn known to have been built on that property was likely erected in 1886 or shortly thereafter. Almost certainly the inn would not have been built if the subport had already closed, as steamboat passengers would have been its sole clientele. On this rather weak evidence, it is speculated that the subport did not cease operations until the mid 1880s.

[image: image8.jpg]



Photograph from about 1890 showing the former Custom’s House on the point, but after the subport had closed and farmer Joseph Bullis had transformed the building into what he called “Cedarville Cottage”.
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Around 1912 Joseph Bullis moved the Custom’s House on the ice about 300m east and placed it on his property. Eventually it became the property of Campbell and Jessie Elder who resided in the building year-round for about 50 years. It was sold and torn down in 1994. 

It is clear from comments made long after Cedarville had closed that the steamer captains never grew overly fond of this port of call.
Capt. C.C. Bullock, master of the steamer Lady of the Lake, was in town Saturday. Asked what he thought of the prospect of obtaining a Government wharf at Cedarville, he said: I don’t know; anyway we could not accommodate them if the wharf be built in the bay where the old one was. During the comparatively short period in which the big boat made regular stops at Cedarville the loss of time, the Captain said, was a serious matter, and the steamer now has more business than it can attend to. Then there is the difficulty of turning in a small space, where any accident to the steering gear would hurl the steamer on the rock. In the opinion of Capt. Bullock, the point just outside the bay (what we now refer to as Bullis Point) would make an ideal site for the wharf. There a landing could be made safely in any kind of weather without serious delay. The Captain thought the owner of the land (farmer Bullis) would not object to a road leading to the point, as it would open up a desirable section for cottages and make the land more valuable.
Stanstead Journal, May 26, 1910
Epilogue
The epilogue for this story of competing subports is short but filled with irony. Cedarville remained a subport only until the mid 1880s. Georgeville, on the other hand, retained a customs house until December 1, 1933, when for precisely the same reasons advocated 69 years earlier, the subport was closed in favour of an office further south on the lake closer to the line; first on Province Island for a few years, then on the western side of the lake near Mansonville. Justice has finally prevailed in this issue, for in the 1970s the customs returned to Cedarville in the guise of a large sign and yellow telephone box. 

I strongly suspect that compliance to report remains an issue. Plus ca change ….!

On May 24 more than 150 years ago, David Moir and his fellow workers christened the lakeshore property in the vicinity of their newly constructed steamboat wharf, Cedarville. They cheered for its future prosperity, perhaps imagining a thriving lakeshore hamlet, maybe even a bustling transportation hub. None of that came to pass, and those of us who call Cedarville home, remain ever so grateful.
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�	 Curiously the Lloyd map seems to indicate a position to the north of the mouth of Tomkin's Creek, whereas Hunter’s sketch would suggest it was located just south.


�	 The first reference to Cedarville in these travelogues is found in Burt’s 1866 guidebook. The last reference is seen in 1875 although the later edition of 1878 has not been checked. Some of the more trivial information contained in these books and brochures is obviously not updated from edition to edition so caution is required.





